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lady there, but she didn't wear a net. Her face was the shape
of a melon-seed and her lips were painted very red. She drank
wine with Father/'
"Where did you go then?" Golden Lotus asked.
"Tai An, Ch'in T'ung and I went to the old lady's room.
She gave us wine and cakes."
This amused tltie Moon Lady and Tower of Jade roared"
with laughter. They asked him if he knew the second of the
two girls.
"She looked like one who was here the other day."
"Ha! Cassia!" Tower of Jade said.
"So he went there, did he?" said the Moon Lady.
"But there is no half-finished gate at our house," Picture of
Grace said.
"Perhaps they have built one lately," Golden Lotus
suggested.
When Hsi-m&n Ch'ing returned, he went straight out again
to congratulate Magistrate Hsia upon his birthday.
Golden Lotus had a long-haired white cat. It was white all
over except for a black streak which went down from its head
along its back. It was called 'Coal in the Snow* and sometimes
'Snow Lion'. It could pick up fans and handkerchiefs in its
mouth. When Hsi-m£n Ch'ing was away Golden Lotus often
took it to bed with her. It never made a mess of her clothes.
When it was wanted it would come at once, and when it was
not wanted, it would go away at once. Sometimes the woman
called it 'Snowy Bandit', It ate not ox-liver or dried fish, but
raw meat, and this made it fat and strong. So long was its hair
that you could hide an egg in it. Golden Lotus was fond of this
cat, and often used to wrap a piece of meat in a red handker-
chief and made the cat pounce forward to snatch it.
Kuan Ko had been ill but, after taking old woman Liu's
medicine, he improved considerably. The Lady of the Vase
dressed him in a red silk shirt and put him on the bed to play.
Welcome Spring and the nurse were there, and the nurse was
having something to eat. Snow Lion was sitting on the bed.
The baby was wearing a red shirt and moving about, and the
cat imagined that the red shirt was the handkerchief in which
Golden Lotus often wrapped up a piece of meat for him to
play with. Suddenly, the cat pounced forward and scratched

